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" Surely you will let a Scotsman put on his boots
before you shoot him ? "
Grudgingly they consented. He took as long as
possible pulling on his high boots and before he was
finally dressed several hefty mobile guards arrived.
They forced their way through the crowd and marched
the prisoner off. They said that his papers were correct
but they refused to take any responsibility for his safety.
" The crowd is in such a dangerous mood that we
cannot do anything for you/' they said. " You must
get away as best you can."
He thanked them and managed to win the sympathy
of three army doctors who said that they would see that
he was all right; with them he got away from the
danger zone while the crowd were busy hunting for
other victims.
Noel, the French Correspondent, is also rather Ger-
manic in looks and physique, but he was not conscious
of this as he bicycled into a peaceful French village and
stopped to have a glass of red wine. He is very deaf
and he did not know that the German 'planes had been
bombing near the village just before he arrived. Gradu-
ally the people began to come out of their cellars and
to collect round him. As in the case of Philip, the
crowd at once took him to be a German. He tried to
drown their accusations by making a long speech at
the top of his voice, like Danton trying to control an
angry revolutionary mob. Whenever he stopped to
draw breath, the women's cry was taken up: ** The
newspapers have told us to kill all parachutists/*